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WORLD ARMS SALES :SCOPE OF THE PROBLEM 
ANNCR: 

IN HELSINKI, SOVIET AND AMERICAN DIPLOMATS BEGIN A SECOND 
ROUND OF TALKS THIS WEEK ON A KEY CARTER ADMINISTRATION 
OBJECTIVE -~ RESTRICTING INTERNATIONAL ARMS SALES. VOA 
EUROPEAN CORRESPONDENT MARK HOPKINS SENDS THIS BACKGROUND 
REPORT ON THE SCOPE OF THE PROBLEM. 
VOICE - 

THE INTERNATIONAL ARMS TRADE HAS BECOME BIG BUSINESS. 
MOST OF THE ARMS GO TO THIRD-WORLD COUNTRIES AND MOST OF 
THEM COME FROM THE UNITED STATES AND THE SOVIET UNION, BETWEEN 
THEM, THE TWO SUPER POWERS DO THREE FOURTHS OF THE ARMS TRADE -- 
THE SALES OF JET FIGHTERS, TANKS, SMALL ARMS, MUNITIONS, AND 
WARSHIPS. AND THREE FOURTHS OF THE WORLD-WIDE ARMS BUSINESS 
IS WITH DEVELOPING REGIONS : THE MIDDLE EAST, AFRICA, ASIA, 
LATIN AMERICA, 

LAST YEAR ALONE, THIRD WORLD COUNTRIES BOUGHT MORE THAN &1IGHT 
THOUSAND MILLION DOLLARS IN ARMS, IF YOU ADD SOVIET AND AMERICAN 
ALLIES, NEARLY ALL OF THE MILITARY EQUIPMENT CAME FROM THE 
INDUSTRIAL NATIONS, NOT ONLY THE SOVIET UNION AND THE UNITED 
STATES, BUT ALSO GREAT BRITAIN, WEST GERMANY, FRANCE -- AND 
AMONG COMMUNIST COUNTRIES -- CZECHOSLOVAKIA, POLAND AND 
YUGOSLAVIA. 

THE SWEDISH GOVERNMENT-FUNDED STOCKHOOM PEACE RESEARCH 
INSTITUTE - ONE SOURCE OF THE WORLD ARMS TRADE STATISTICS, 

SAYS THERE HAS BEEN A BOOM IN THE ARMAMENTS BUSINESS IN RECENT 
YEARS, PARTLY BECAUSE UNDER=-DEVELOPED COUNTRIES WANT NEW 


WEAPONS AND HAVE THE MONEY TO PAY FOR THEM, ESPECIALLY THE RICH 
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OIL-PRODUCING STATES, AND PARTLY BECAUSE THE DEFENSE INDUSTRIES 
OF EUROPEAN COUNTRIES HAVE BUILT UP AND NOW ARE LOOKING FOR 
MARKETS. 

THE ARMS TRADE BOON IS REFLECTED MOSTLY, HOWEVER, IN SOVIET 
AND AMERICAN BUSINESS WITH THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. COMPARING 
THE 1970S WITH THE PREVIOUS TWO DECADES, THE SALES OF THE SUPER- 
POWERS ARE JUST ABOUT DOUBLING, THE UNITED STATES SOLD 
NEARLY SIXTEEN THOUSAND MILLION DOLLARS WORTH OF ARMS TO THE 
THIRD WORLD DURING THE 1970S ACCORDING TO THE STOCKHOOM 
PEACE RESEARCH INSTITUTE STUDIES, AND THE SOVIET UNION MORE 
THAN THIRTEEN THOUSAND MILLION, 

THE MAIN CLIENTS FOR BOTH COUNTRIES, NOW THAT THE VIETNAM 
WAR IS HISTORY, ARE IN THE MIDDLE EAST, SO FAR IN THE 1970S, 
MIDDLE EAST COUNTRIES HAVE IMPORTED AN ESTIMATED TWENTY-ONE 
THOUSAND MILLION DOLLARS WORTH OF MODERN JET FIGHERS, TANKS 
GUNS, MUNITIONS, AND MILITARY ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT, ABOUT 
EIGHTY~FIVE PER CENT OF THAT TOTAL HAS COME FROM THE SOVIET 
UNION AND THE UNITED STATES, 

THE STOCKHOLM INSTITUTE SEES SEVERAL NEW TRENDS, AMONG 
THEM THAT EUROPEAN COUNTRIES, EAST AND WEST, ARE INCREASINGLY 
ENTERING THE ARMS TRADE AND THE FACT THAT THE DISTINCTION 
BETWEEN CONVENTIONAL AND NUCLEAR WEAPONS MAY BE BLURRING, 
THE STOCKHOLM RESEARCH INSTITUTE SAYS THAT NUCLEAR DELIVERY 
SYSTEMS HAVE ALREADY BEEN SOLD TO THIRD WORLD COUNTRISES -- 
THE AMERICAN-MADE LANCE MISSILE TO ISRAEL AND THE SOVIET-MADE 
SCUD MISSILE TO EGYPT, IRAQ AND SYRIA, 

THE STOCKHOLM INSTITUTE SAYS THAT UNLESS THE TREND IS 
REVERSED, THE ARMS TRADE COULD EVENTUALLY INCLUDE TRAFFIC 
IN NUCLEAR WEAPONS ALONG WITH CONVENTIONAL ARMS. 
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